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Alto	saxophone	method	books

Both	books	feature	stellar	rhythm	sections:	Russel	Ferrante	on	keyboards,	Jimmy	Hasslip	on	bass	and	William	Kennedy	on	drums	in	the	Bob	Mintzer	books	while	in	the	Jim	Snidero	books	you	can	play	with	Mike	LeDonne	on	piano,	Peter	Washington	on	double	bass	and	Kenny	Washington	&	Joe	Farnsworth	on	drums.	Studies	for	Saxophone	–	Salviani,
published	by	Ricordi	I	think	I	found	this	book	many	years	ago	by	chance	and	it’s	become	one	of	my	most	cherished	etude	books	over	the	years.	I	encourage	students	to	eventually	do	their	own	transcriptions	of	favorite	solos	by	any	player,	but	this	can	be	a	great	way	to	see	what	that	means	and	start	building	a	basic	bebop	vocabalury.	The
first	Omnibook	published	was	the	Charlie	Parker	Omnibook	which	contains	60	original	compositions	and	solos	of	the	be-bop	great	Charlie	Parker.	I	thought	it	would	be	beneficial	to	share	a	list	of	books	that	have	had	a	substantial	impact	on	my	development	that	I	think	every	developing	saxophonist	should	have.	5.	There	is	no	extra	explanation	to	each
piece	although	it’s	recommended	to	take	an	extra	look	at	these	solos,	by	trying	to	analyse	and	understand	what’s	happening	in	each	section.	There	are	workouts	over	basic	chord	types	that	will	help	any	improviser	build	vocabulary	and	strengthen	chordal	and	melodic	relationships.	For	the	performing	artists,	these	books	take	you	through	modulations
and	modal	interchange,	arranging	techniques	and	many	more.	These	books	will	show	you	the	way…	The	Omnibook	series	is	a	collection	of	transcribed	solos	of	some	of	the	greatest	innovators	of	the	history	of	jazz.	Each	of	these	books	has	thorough	explanations	and	examples	of	their	topics,	with	backing	tracks	allowing	the	player	to	practice	and	put	to
use	the	ideas	and	materials	they	learned	in	these	books.	Charlie	Parker	Omnibook	–	published	by	Criterion	There	are	a	countless	number	of	transcription	books	on	the	market,	but	if	you’re	going	to	just	own	one	of	them,	it	should	be	this	one.	1.	But	if	you	can	find	it,	cherish	it.	We’ve	pulled	them	all	together	in	this	in-depth	guide,	but	the	most	popular
are	Jamie	Aebersold	Jazz	Handbook	Mark	Levine’s	The	Jazz	Theory	Book	Jazzology:	The	Encyclopedia	of	Jazz	Theory	for	All	Musicians	by	Robert	Rawlins	and	Nor	Eddine	Bahha.	BUY	THE	BOOK	7.	Available	in	Eb	(alto	sax	&	bari	sax),	Bb	(tenor	saxophone	and	soprano	sax)	it’s	an	essential	element	for	anyone	wishing	to	learn	about	bebop.	BUY	THE
BOOK	Related	Over	the	last	few	decades	as	a	player,	composer,	and	educator	with	an	insatiable	hunger	for	new	material	to	work	on,	I’ve	amassed	an	extensive	library	of	books	for	saxophone.	Charlie	Parker	shaped	the	modern	approach	to	the	saxophone	more	than	almost	anybody	else,	and	also	transformed	music	forever.	Two	of	the	most	popular
books	of	these	types	of	methods	are	alto	saxophonist	Jim	Snidero’s	Jazz	Conception	series	(Easy,	Intermediate,	Advance)	and	tenor	giant	Bob	Mintzer’s	etudes	series.	The	pieces	are	in	a	more	traditional	18th	and	19th	century,	but	they	flow	incredibly	nicely	and	are	very	enjoyable	and	rewarding	to	play	and	work	up	to	speed.	There	is	no	particular
order	one	should	use	these	books,	if	you	want	to	work	on	your	pentatonic	play,	you	can	just	pick	up	volume	2,	without	going	through	the	first	book.	Even	if	you	never	intend	to	improvise,	these	pieces	lay	so	well	on	the	saxophone	that	they	are	worth	studying.	Charlie	Parker’s	virtuosity	means	the	book	can	be	very	useful	for	technical	development	and
the	chord	changes	provided	are	helpful	when	one	wants	to	analyze	and	understand	why	he	played	those	notes	over	those	chords.	Universal	Method	for	Saxophone,	by	Paul	Deville,	published	by	Carl	Fischer	Although	this	320-page	book	appears	to	be	for	beginners	if	you	look	at	the	first	20	pages,	it	quickly	moves	into	some	of	the	best	technical	and
musical	workouts	that	exist	in	any	book.	Over	the	last	few	decades	as	a	player,	composer,	and	educator	with	an	insatiable	hunger	for	new	material	to	work	on,	I’ve	amassed	an	extensive	library	of	books	for	saxophone.	(Ha!)	Or	maybe	you	need	to	wait	until	you’ve	mastered	864	different	scales	and	modes	(in	all	keys,	of	course)	or	transcribed	the	entire
recorded	output	of	the	most	famous	saxophone	players	in	history?	Most	saxophonists	I’ve	know	have	spent	many	hours	with	this	book,	and	it’s	one	that	has	traveled	the	globe	with	me.	The	Technique	of	the	Saxophone	–	Volume	II,	Chord	Studies-	Joe	Viola,	published	by	Berklee	Press	Joe	Viola	taught	an	entire	generation	of	great	saxophone	players,
and	these	studies	will	go	far	in	helping	players	develop	an	understanding	and	fluency	in	all	twelve	keys.	Beautiful	pieces	that	are	great	for	performance	and	practice,	and	cover	a	lot	of	challenging	keys	as	well.	Top	Tones	for	Saxophone	–	Sigurd	Rascher,	published	by	Carl	Fischer	Although	the	title	of	this	book	would	lead	one	to	believe	it’s	all	about
developing	the	altissimo	(extended	third)	register	of	the	saxophone,	it’s	most	commonly	used	as	a	primer	on	the	overtone	series,	which	is	one	of	the	most	effective	ways	of	developing	sound	and	good	note	placement.	Despite	owning	many	of	the	countless	books	on	the	market	now,	there	are	very	few	books	that	I’ve	found	myself	coming	back	to	over
and	over	again	and	always	look	forward	to	opening.	Six	Suites	for	Violincello	–	J.S.	Bach	(transcribed	and	edited	by	Trent	Kynaston),	published	by	Advance	Music	The	Bach	cello	suites	are	some	of	the	most	beautiful	pieces	ever	written	and	over	the	years	they’ve	been	transcribed	for	just	about	every	instrument	one	can	think	of.	BUY	THE	BOOK	9.	So	if
you’re	learning	sax	and	focusing	on	playing	jazz,	there	are	some	essential	saxophone	method	books	to	check	out…	In	this	article	we’ve	selected	some	of	the	best	for	your	attention!		When	it	comes	to	‘improvisation’	you	just	play	what	you	feel	right?	You	need	to	build	up	your	vocabulary,	learn	the	grammar,	practice	your	accent	and	find	a	few	choice
phrases.	The	rhythm	section	on	these	books	is	Renato	Chicco	on	piano,	Dave	Santoro	on	double	bass	and	Adam	Nussbaum	on	drums.	BUY	THE	BOOK	Related	Whilst	there	are	many	general	jazz	education	books	out	there,	sometimes	it	pays	to	get	more	specific.	Think	of	it	as	you’d	learn	to	speak	a	foreign	language.	Absorbing	the	recordings	of	these
cello	suites	by	any	number	of	the	great	cellists	will	provide	limitless	possibilities	to	any	serious	musician.	Bob	Mintzer’s	series	introduces	various	genres	such	as	Blues,	Funk	and	Jazz	throughout	a	series	of	original	compositions	and	explanations	of	what	is	the	focal	point	in	each	piece.	There	are	etudes	by	countless	composers,	slow	pieces	to	develop
sound	and	phrasing,	short	technical	exercises	that	target	the	thorny	parts	of	the	saxophone	mechanism,	classical	arias,	pieces	in	all	twelve	keys,	and	rhythmic	and	articulation	exercises.	BUY	THE	BOOK	2.	Each	composition	focuses	on	a	particular	scale,	mode,	time	signature,	style	and	so	on.	Quite	a	band	indeed!		Whilst	these	saxophone	method	books
are	an	important	addition	to	your	bookcase,	it’s	still	worth	being	aware	of	the	key	general	jazz	books	and	music	theory	guides	that	have	been	tried	and	tested	for	years.	The	next	type	of	saxophone	method	books	are	not	artist	transcriptions,	but	written	solos	on	existing	jazz	standards	or	original	compositions,	aimed	to	develop	articulation,	phrasing,
time	feel.	In	reality,	learning	to	play	jazz	is	a	combination	of	various	things,	and	the	many	excellent	saxophone	method	books	out	there	will	help	you	get	equipped	for	faster	progress.	25	Daily	Exercises	for	Saxophone	–	H.	You’ll	find	some	very	unusual	intervals	in	this	book	which	will	help	your	ears	and	fingers	tremendously.	The	great	part	of	these
books,	first	of	all,	is	that	they	are	accessible	for	every	level	of	the	student	and	that	they	feature	audio	tracks	with	and	without	the	saxophone,	helping	the	student	to	master	the	articulation,	time-feel	and	to	play	with	the	band.	These	three	books	will	give	you	all	the	information	you	need	to	know	about	the	first	steps	of	learning	jazz	and	to	understand
what’s	happening	and	why	does	it	work.	So	whatever	level	of	the	saxophone	journey	you’re	on,	check	out	some	of	these	books	for	a	deeper	understanding	behind	the	music.	I	can’t	think	of	any	book	on	the	market	that	will	do	more	to	develop	speed	and	dexterity.	Klose,	published	by	Carl	Fischer	Most	of	these	etudes	are	one	page	long	and	highly
musical.	28	Studies	for	Saxophone	–	Guy	Lacour	(publisher	unknown)	Sadly,	this	book	has	become	more	and	more	difficult	to	find	over	the	years.	Each	study	is	based	on	one	of	the	Messian	modes	of	limited	transposition,	which	have	become	a	building	block	of	contemporary	music,	both	classical	and	jazz.	The	series	called	“Inside	Improvisation
Series”	consists	of	the	following	books:	Melodic	Structures;	Pentatonics;	Jazz	Line;	Melodic	Rhythms;	Thesaurus	of	Intervallic	Melodies;	Developing	A	Jazz	Language;	Hexatonics.	Jim	Snidero	chooses	a	different	approach	to	his	series;	the	focus	is	on	straight-ahead,	be-bop	language	with	compositions	based	on	jazz	standards	and	songs	from	the	Great
American	Songbook,	such	as	Misty,	Caravan,	A	Night	in	Tunisia,	Confirmation	and	many	others.		Most	of	these	books	come	in	C/Eb	and	B/	versions.	BUY	THE	BOOK	8.	These	books	are	available	in	Concert,	Bb,	Eb	and	bass	clef	versions,	so	it’s	not	only	a	saxophone	book	but	suitable	for	all	instruments	as	the	topics	they	talk	about	are	rather	general
improvisational	techniques	and	harmony	related,	rather	than	strictly	made	for	saxophone.	BUY	THE	BOOK	6.	Here,	in	no	particular	order,	are	ten	of	them.	Delivering	music	since	1876,	orders	ship	the	same	day	with	our	100%	Satisfaction	Guarantee.	BUY	THE	BOOK	3.	From	basic	intervals,	jazz	harmony,	piano	voicings,	II-V-I	cadences,	scales	and
modes.	BUY	THE	BOOK	4.	Trent	Kynaston	dis	a	remarkable	job	with	this	book	in	finding	the	right	key	for	each	suite	in	order	to	fit	the	saxophone	range,	as	well	as	working	out	the	double-stops	which	must	be	written	as	single	notes	for	saxophonists.	BUY	THE	BOOK	Related	Shop	J.W.	Pepper	for	the	largest	selection	of	alto	saxophone	method	books.
But	remember,	the	tried-and-tested	method	since	the	beginning	of	time	–	learning	by	transcribing	your	favourite	players	–	is	still	a	crucial	part	of	learning	to	play	jazz.	BUY	THE	BOOK	10.			Michael	Brecker	once	called	Jerry	Bergonzi	“the	best	tenor	player	in	the	world”	but	in	more	recent	year’s	he’s	perhaps	more	famous	for	publishing	an	astonishing
7	volume	series	of	jazz	method	books.	All	of	the	material	in	this	book	fits	the	range	of	the	saxophone	and	although	many	of	the	concepts	get	very	sophisticated,	the	actual	material	is	useful	without	the	player	necessarily	studying	how	it	is	derived.	Repository	of	Scales	and	Melodic	Patterns	–	Yusef	Lateef,	published	by	Sana	Music	Yusef	Lateef	is	one	of
the	pioneers	of	world	music	and	he	brought	an	intense	study	of	exotic	modes	and	scales	to	jazz	while	part	of	a	number	of	legendary	groups	in	the	1960’s	and	70’s.	Released	by	American	publisher	Hal	Leonard	LLC	the	Omnibook	series	became	so	successful	that	today	there	are	several	other	versions	covering	musicians	such	as	John	Coltrane,
Cannonball	Adderley,	Sonny	Rollins,	Stan	Getz,	Miles	Davis,	Wynton	Marsalis,	Oscar	Peterson,	Bill	Evans,	Joe	Pass	and	Bud	Powell.	I’ve	also	used	these	extensively	for	practice	on	the	flute	and	clarinet.	25	Caprices	(and	an	Atonal	Sonata)	for	Solo	Saxophone	–	Sigfrid	Karg-Elert,	published	by	Southern	Music	Company	This	book	is	also	quite	difficult	to
find,	but	well	worth	the	search.	This	book	can	really	help	unlock	the	door	into	modern	melodic	and	rhythmic	language,	and	will	give	improvisers	a	wealth	of	material	to	work	out	for	their	own	purposes.
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