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Packed	for	Life	contains	affiliate	links.	If	you	make	a	purchase	using	one	of	these	links,	we	may	receive	compensation	at	no	extra	cost	to	you.	As	an	Amazon	Associate,	I	earn	from	qualifying	purchases.	See	my	Disclosure	policy	for	more	info.	Road	tripping	with	kids?	The	thought	of	entertaining		toddlers	and	preschoolers	on	long	car	rides	can	have
even	the	most	laid	back	of	parents	reconsidering	their	trip.	Which	is	why	I’ve	gathered	our	tried	and	true	easy	and	fun	road	trip	activities	for	toddlers	and	preschoolers.		After	years	of	taking	road	trips	for	summer	holidays,	to	visit	family	and	to	move	across	the	country	I	have	some	pretty	cool	tips,	tricks	and	ideas	to	make	your	next	road	trip	more	fun,
and	less	stressful	for	everyone.	Practice	and	preparation	are	key.	The	more	you	do	it,	the	more	your	can’t	sit	still	in	one	place	for	even	2	minutes	toddler	or	preschooler	will	know	what	to	expect,	and	the	easier	it	will	become.	In	our	experience,	the	best	kids	car	activities	are	easy,	mess	free	and	something	they	can	do	on	their	own.	Here	are	what	we
think	are	the	best	road	trip	activities	for	2-year-olds,	3-year-olds,	and	preschoolers	3-5	years	old	that	you	can	buy,	make	or	do	yourself.	Plus	some	road	trip	tips	to	make	your	family’s	journey	smoother.			FUN	TODDLER	ROAD	TRIP	ACTIVITIES	Miss	S	enjoying	drawing	on	our	cross	country	road	trip	|	Photo:	Packed	for	Life	Don’t	forget	to	grab	our
Road	trip	planner	so	you	can	stop	stressing	about	trip	planning	&	logistics,	and	keep	everything	organized	and	in	one	place.	Other	tips:	Use	a	surface	to	play	/	color	on:	You	can	use	a	small	shallow	box,	a	small	metal	baking	tray	or	a	car	seat	activity	tray	like	this	one.	But	don’t	stress	if	you	don’t	have	one.	We’ve	done	many	family	road	trips	without	an
activity	tray.	Plan	ahead:	The	trick	I’ve	found	is	to	plan	ahead	and	have	a	variety	of	activities	you	(and	they)	can	pick	and	choose	from.	Small,	easy	age	appropriate	activities:	Toddlers	and	preschoolers	don’t	always	have	long	attention	spans,	so	we’ve	found	that	lots	of	smaller	activities	can	really	save	the	day.	You	know	your	kids	best.	Choose	one’s	you
think	they’d	like.	If	you	have	babies	in	the	family	too,	these	are	some	of	the	best	travel	toys	for	babies	to	keep	them	happy	&	entertained.	Coloring	activities	were	always	a	favorite	for	our	kids.	To	manage	the	likelihood	of	said	toddlers	throwing	crayons	around,	keep	only	a	few	in	a	small	container	they	can	easily	open.		If	you	are	short	on	time	(who
isn’t?),	then	mini	coloring	kits	like	these		were	always	a	hit	when	our	youngest	was	little.		Or	you	can	make	your	own.	Grab	a	small	empty	first	aid	kit	from	the	Dollar	Store	or	local	box	store	like	Target	or	Walmart.	Hot	glue	gun	a	square	post-it	pad	on	the	inside	(top).	Put	in	a	couple	of	crayons,	or	pencil	crayons.	Whatever	fits.	Learn	how	here.	We’ve
loved	these	WOW	books	for	years.	Super	handy	to	keep	the	kids	entertained	on	long	or	short	car	rides,	at	restaurants,	or	even	much	needed	quiet	time	at	home.	No	mess!	Your	littles	will	just	paint	with	the	water	brush	and	color	appears.		Melissa	and	Doug	have	lots	of	great	products	for	toddlers	and	preschoolers.		Your	kidlets	will	be	spending	lots	of
time	looking	out	the	window.	Why	not	get	them	to	do	a	scavenger	hunt.	My	youngest	always	loves	doing	this,	even	now	that	she’s	much	older.	Or	if	they	are	a	little	older,	this		Road	Trip	Bingo	game	would	be	a	fun	car	activity.		PRO	TIP:	What	always	worked	well	for	us	is	to	have	a	travel	backpack	for	each	kid.	Inside	they	can	keep	all	their	toys,	books,
road	trip	activities	&	some	snacks	all	in	one	place.	Check	out	our	list	of	the	best	travel	backpacks	for	kids	and	toddlers.	Anything	magnetic	will	help	reduce	tears	from	having	their	pieces	fall	on	the	floor	every	5	seconds	where	you	can’t	reach.	Just	make	sure	there	are	no	small	magnets	or	pieces	for	them	to	swallow.		Magnetic	puzzles	or	Magnetic
dress	up	kits	will	keep	them	busy	and	entertained	for	a	good	long	while.			If	you	have	the	time,	there	are	a	lot	of	super	cute,	and	fun	DIY	busy	books	you	can	make	out	there.	But	if	you	aren’t	so	crafty,	or	are	short	on	time,	this	Montessori	busy	board	is	ready	for	your	toddlers	to	have	fun	in	the	car.	While	they	also	learn	key	motor	skills	to	help	them
dress	themselves.	A	no	mess	road	trip	activity	for	toddlers	&	kids.	The	Magnetic	Drawing	Board	can	be	a	great	sensory	toy,	and	a	relaxing	screen	free	activity	for	the	car.	Put	on	some	road	trip	music,	and	the	kids	will	have	focused	fun	for	a	long	time.	Best	gift	ever.	A	Boogie	board	is	an	LCD	writing	tablet	that	comes	with	a	special	pen	(stylus)	you	can
draw	on	and	erase	over	and	over	again.	You	may	want	to	consider	grabbing	an	extra	stylus	or	two,	given	these	tend	to	get	lost	or	thrown	on	the	floor	of	the	car.	Yes,	I	am	speaking	form	experience.	Miss	S	enjoying	some	sticker	time	in	the	car	|	Photo:	Packed	for	Life	Kids	love	stickers.	A	reusable	sticker	book	is	even	better	as	they	can	move	their
stickers	around	more	than	once.	Plus	you	don’t	have	to	worry	about	peeling	stickers	off	car	windows,	your	seats	or	somebodies	hair.	Guess	how	I	know?!?!	Melissa	and	Doug	make	great	ones.	Including	these	super	cute	make-a-face	sticker	books.	When	little	Miss	S	was	younger	we	tried	to	avoid	much	screen	time	if	we	could.	However	sometimes	you
need	a	little	something	to	distract	them	when	they	get	antsy.	The	IPad	or	a	tablet	does	make	an	easy	kids	car	activity.		You	can	load	up	some	episodes	of	their	favorite	tv	show,	or	a	toddler	/	preschooler	friendly	movie	or	two.	It’s	good	to	have	as	a	back	up,		just	in	case.	Give	yourself	some	grace,	and	a	break.	Traveling	in	confined	space	for	13	hours
with	young	kids	is	exhausting.		Grab	a	subscription	to	the	Family	Amazon	Prime	or	Disney	Plus	for	the	month.	With	Prime	you	get	music	and	movie/	tv	streaming.	Some	toddler	&	preschooler	friendly	apps	we	loved,	or	that	come	highly	recommended:	ABC	Mouse	LEGO	Duplo	Trains	Toca	Monster	or	Toca	Nature	Very	Hungry	Caterpillar	Daniel	Tiger
Busy	Shapes	Moose	Math	Khan	Academy	Kids	Epic	–	Reading	App	Podcasts	are	a	great	way	to	keep	young	children	focused	and	happy.	Now	that	my	daughter	is	a	little	older,	she	still	likes	listening	to	them	while	she	draws,	cleans	her	room	or	for	those	long	travel	days	by	lane	or	car.	Some	of	our	favourites	include:	Wow	in	the	World	Story	Pirates
Brains	On!	What	If	World	Ear	Snacks	I	almost	said	books	on	tape….Showing	my	age	there.	Listening	to	audiobooks	is	another	great	way	to	skip	the	screens	on	long	car	rides	and	family	road	trips.	And	avoid	the	hoarse	raspy	voice	from	having	to	read	Peppa	Goes	to	Ballet	Class	for	the	7	gazillionth	time.	Ask	me	how	I	know!	Grab	an	Try	Audible	Plus	if
you	want	to	listen	to	adult	books	too.	Or	the	Epic	reading	app	just	for	the	kids.		You	may	also	like	the	Best	Walkie	Talkies	for	Road	Trips	Think	epic	80’s	tape	mix,	but	for	the	2020’s	and	the	younger	crowd.	My	partner	is	the	DJ	in	our	family.	He	has	an	eclectic	taste	in	music;	everything	from	German	metal	bands	to	classical	music,	country,	ska	and	pop.
You	don’t	have	to	be	stuck	to	just	kids	music	from	Sesame	Street	(unless	you	want	to	be.)	Keep	their	road	trip	activities	handy	in	a	small	bag,	bucket	or	backpack	|	Photo:	Packed	for	Life	Sometimes	the	simplest	things	are	the	easiest,	and	cost	the	least.	Pull	out	some	of	those	old	school	games	you	used	to	play	on	road	trips	when	you	were	a	kid.	See	if
you	can	spot	license	plates	from	all	the	States	(if	in	the	US),	or	provinces	/	Territories	(if	in	Canada.	Whoever	spots	it	first	gets	the	point.	The	one	with	the	most	points	wins	at	the	end.	Or	skip	the	points.		Invent	a	story	as	a	family.	Each	person	takes	a	turn	telling	part	of	the	story	with	a	sentence	or	two.	Create	your	own	fairytale…start	with	once	upon
a	time.	You	can	make	a	time	limit	for	the	story,	say	10	minutes,	or	after	each	family	member	has	had	a	chance	to	say	3-5	sentences.		If	ever	there	was	a	game	that	evokes	summer	vacations	and	riding		in	the	back	seat	of	my	childhood	car,	squished	between	my	brothers	to	keep	them	from	fighting,	it’s	I	Spy.	One	person	chooses	an	object,	and	the	rest
of	the	players	have	to	guess	what	it	is.		Road	trips	are	a	great	time	to	ask	your	kids	about	the	world	and	their	thoughts.	You	never	know	how	they		will	respond,	but	there	is	guaranteed	smiles	and	laughter.	Especially	if	you	start	a	round	of	would	you	rather……	Would	you	rather	have	to	drink	everything	from	your	nose	or	eat	everything	with	your	belly
button….		Check	out	our	list	of	road	trip	questions	to	ask.		When	I	had	more	time	(	and	energy),	I	made	all	sorts	of	DIY	travel	activities	for	my	youngest	when	she	was	a	toddler	and	preschooler.	Pinterest	has	lots	of	great	low-cost	DIY	ideas,	if	you	are	looking	for	screen	free,	fun	car	activities.		I	used	to	put	these	in	their	own	individual	soft	pencil	case	to
keep	them	organized.	If	you	grab	the	ones	with	holes,	you	can	make	a	travel	binder	to	keep	your	kids	road	trip	activities	all	in	one	spot.		Grab	a	pack	of	popsicle	sticks	(multi	colored	for	more	visual	interest),	and	stick-on	those	velcro	circles	from	a	craft	store	or	the	dollar	store.	Stick	the	velcro	circles	on	each	end	of	the	popsicle	sticks.	Your	toddler	can
then	make	different	shapes	with	them.	Little	Miss	S	loved	this	one	the	best	out	of	all	the	DIY	road	trip	activities	I	made.		Continuing	along	the	popsicle	theme,	create	sight	word	popsicle	sticks.	You	will	need:	Metal	tin	or	lunch	box	or	small	cookie	sheet	in	a	pinch	Popsicle	sticks		Roll	of	magnetic	tape	Sharpie	Sheet	of	pictures	with	simple	words
underneath	they	can	make	(optional).		Attach	pieces	of	magnetic	tape	to	the	popsicle.	Write	letters	with	a	sharpie	on	each	popsicle	stick.	Have	your	kids	try	to	make	words	out	of	the	letters.	Or	alternately,	you	can		use	a	First	Words	magnetic	poetry	kit,	or	magnetic	letters.	Just	make	sure	they’re	old	enough	not	to	swallow	anything.	Make	use	of	all
that	lego	that	is	underfoot	and	driving	you	crazy.	You	can	grab	most	of	the	crafting	items	cheaply	at	the	dollar	store.	What	you’ll	need	for	mini	lego	boxes:	Small	square	plastic	lunch	container	with	lid	Small	square	thin	lego	board	Glue	gun	Handful	of	lego	pieces	Glue	the	base	lego	board	to	the	lid,	put	a	handful	of	lego	pieces	in	the	plastic	container
once	dry,	and	there	you	go.	Cheap	and	easy	in	car	entertainment	for	kids.		Or	if	for	some	reason	you	don’t	have	lego	(tell	me	your	secret!)	grab	this	travel	lego	building	case		Unrolling	and	then	rolling	back	up	spools	of	ribbon	can	be	a	fun	toddler	car	activity	that	can	be	used	again	and	again.	You	may	just	have	to	be	the	one	that	rolls	it	back	up
though.	Get	those	fine	motor	skills	working.	Pom	Pom	tweezer	activities	can	be	fun.	What	you	will	need:	Big	and	small	pom	poms	3-4	small	plastic	cups	(	take	out	sauce	sizes)		Kid	friendly	tweezers	Get	your	kids	to	sort	by	color,	or	number	of	pom	poms	into	the	empty	plastic	cups.		Give	your	kids	some	cheerios	or	fruit	loops	and	a	pipe	cleaner	and	have
them	make	cheerio	bracelets.	Bonus,	they	can	have	a	snack	when	they	get	hungry.	But	we	forewarned	–	it	can	be	messy.	If	you	are	driving	at	night,	kids	will	get	a	kick	out	of	playing	with	glow	sticks.		Bring	out	the	jokes!	Whether	you	are	naturally	funny….come	on,	parent	jokes	are	the	best,	or	need	a	little	help,	everyone	will	be	smiling.		Here’s	a	great
option	for	kids	3	to	6.		PREPARING	FOR	YOUR	FAMILY	ROAD	TRIP	Find	fun	playground	stops	to	run	their	energy	off	on	long	family	car	trips	|	Photo:	Packed	for	Life	Taking	long	car	rides	with	kids	can	be	challenging	and	exhausting.	Here	are	a	few	of	my	family’s	tips	that	I	use	to	make	our	road	trips	easier:	Age	appropriate	road	trip	entertainment	–
Make	sure	your	road	trip	activities	are	age	appropriate	and	suit	your	child.		Bring	a	variety	of	kids	road	trip	activities	you	can	switch	out	regularly	Begin	your	day	with	some	quick	&	easy	road	trip	breakfast	ideas	Start	your	day	early		–	There’s	usually	a	sweet	spot	where	kids	are	still	happy	in	the	mornings.	Start	earlier,	and	they	may	even	nap	for	a	bit
in	the	car.		Make	frequent	stops	to	let	the	kids	run	around	and	use	the	washroom.	Prioritize	some	fun	kid	friendly	stops	along	the	way	your	children	will	enjoy.	A	trip	to	the	zoo,	a	cool	playground,		a	short	hike	or	a	stop	for	ice	cream.	Drive	less	each	day	if	you	can.	Load	up	on	kid	friendly	road	trip	meals	&	snacks	–	hangry	kids	are	no	fun!	Prepare	for
the	unexpected.	Bring	a	first	aid	kit,	a	clean	up	kit	(wet	wipes,	hand	sanitizer,	extra	clothes,	small	garbage	bucket),	and	a	container	in	case	a	kid	gets	sick.	Bring	a	couple	of	large	towels	–	Clean	up	unexpected	diaper	explosions,	or	use	as	picnic	blankets,	rolled	up	as	a	pillow	and	even	shade	for	a	back	window.		You	really	can	have	fun	family	road	trips
with	young	kids.	We’ve	made	so	many	fun	memories	on	road	trips	with	our	littles.	They	often	bring	up	special	or	funny	moments	we’ve	had	long	after	the	road	trip	is	finished.	But	if	you’re	planning	a	long	drive	with	a	toddler	or	preschooler,	make	sure	you	plan	some	great	road	trip	activities	to	keep	them	entertained.	You’ll	be	glad	you	did.	This	post
may	contain	affiliate	links.	See	the	disclosure	tab	for	more	details.	Road	trips	are	a	great	way	to	bond	as	a	family	during	travel	but	little	ones	can	get	antsy	sitting	for	so	long.	If	you're	planning	a	road	trip	with	your	toddler,	it's	important	to	be	prepared	with	activities	to	keep	them	occupied.	After	all,	a	bored	toddler	in	the	backseat	is	a	recipe	for
disaster!		To	help	you	out,	we've	put	together	a	list	of	road	trip	activities	for	toddlers	that	are	both	fun	and	educational.	With	these	45	road	trip	activities	for	1-year-olds	and	2-year-olds,	your	little	ones	will	stay	busy	(and	happy)	throughout	the	entire	journey.	No	time	to	read?	See	the	shoppable	list	of	our	suggested	travel	toys	on	Amazon!	My	1-year
old	absolutely	loves	pop-its.	They	are	quiet,	easy	to	find,	and	light	to	pack	–	the	perfect	travel	toy!	Playing	an	engaging	audiobook	will	help	distract	your	toddler.	Be	sure	to	choose	books	with	a	very	animated	narrator	to	catch	their	attention.	Little	People	are	a	hit	with	toddlers.	They	love	to	look	at	them,	hold	them	and	explore	them.	Consider	grabbing
a	set	and	offering	them	to	your	toddler	on	the	road	trip.	A	few	bristle	blocks	can	go	a	long	way	on	a	road	trip.	Toddlers	will	love	building	with	them,	and	they	can	even	teach	some	basic	shapes	and	colors.	While	1-year-olds	aren't	the	best	book	handlers,	they	can	still	explore	soft	fabric	books.	Choosing	one	with	different	textures	and	interactions	is	a
great	way	to	keep	them	busy.	A	finger	puppet	set	will	keep	your	toddler's	hands	busy.	They'll	love	putting	the	puppets	on	and	moving	them	around.	There's	just	something	about	the	remote	that	is	highly	fascinating	to	1-year-old	toddlers.	We	love	the	Vtech	toddler	remote	which	is	complete	with	functioning	buttons	and	sounds	–	the	perfect	road	trip
activity	for	toddlers.	If	your	toddler	is	in	the	chewing	stage,	silicone	chew	beads	should	be	on	your	road	trip	list!	These	links	are	not	only	safe	for	chewing,	but	your	toddler	can	bend,	fold,	and	connect	them	together.	If	you're	looking	for	a	more	educational	road	trip	activity,	consider	packing	a	few	Magnatiles.	These	tiles	are	great	for	little	ones	to
stack	and	build	with	in	the	car	and	at	home!	From	dinosaurs	to	farm	animals,	your	toddler	will	enjoy	handling	animal	figures	on	a	road	trip.	Look	for	lifelike	figures	with	distinct	features	to	grab	their	attention.	Snacks	are	a	hit	for	1-year-olds	on	a	road	trip,	but	try	offering	something	a	little	more	creative	than	a	snack	cup.	Look	for	some	flavored
cheerios	and	string	them	on	yarn	for	a	ring	of	snacks	they	can	see	and	enjoy	eating!	Bonus	–	there's	less	chance	of	them	throwing	them	on	the	floor!	Toddlers	love	exploring	sensory	items	and	these	bean	bags	are	one	of	the	best	road	trip	activities	for	toddlers.		The	toys	are	brightly	colored	and	have	interesting	textures	that	will	keep	toddlers	engaged.
Come	up	with	some	sorting	games	or	ask	your	toddler	to	hand	you	a	certain	bean	bag.	This	soft	pillow	buckle	toy	has	plenty	of	activities	to	keep	your	toddler	busy.	They	can	zip,	lift	flaps,	and	learn	to	buckle.	Hot	Wheels	are	a	fun	toy	for	you	toddlers	to	bring	on	a	road	trip.	These	are	something	small	they	can	hold,	and	you	can	point	to	out	similar	cars
on	the	road.	Infantino	Balls,	Blocks	and	Buddies	set	is	a	something	1-year-olds	will	love	for	a	car	activity.	They	can	touch	different	surfaces	and	even	chew	on	them	them.	Divide	them	up	by	type	and	offer	them	at	separate	times	for	more	variety.	A	soft	baby	doll	will	not	only	be	a	cuddle	toy	but	a	great	road	trip	activity	for	toddlers.	They	can	dress	the
baby	and	give	her	a	bottle.	One	of	the	best	road	trip	activities	for	toddlers	is	music.	Sing-alongs	are	always	a	hit,	and	there	are	plenty	of	classic	kid	songs	to	enjoy.	Choose	a	kid's	music	channel	on	your	favorite	streaming	service.	This	simple	game	is	one	that	never	gets	old.	You	can	play	it	with	a	stuffed	animal,	blanket,	or	your	own	hands.	Peek-a-boo
is	sure	to	get	some	giggles	from	your	1-year-old	during	your	trip.	Snacks	are	essential	for	a	fun	road	trip,	but	they're	especially	important	when	you've	got	little	ones	in	tow.	Hunger	and	thirst	can	lead	to	crankiness	in	even	the	happiest	of	toddlers,	so	make	sure	to	pack	plenty	of	snacks	and	drinks	for	the	journey.	And	if	you're	looking	for	healthy	snack
ideas,	see	our	list	of	road	trip	food	for	kids.		It's	important	to	take	breaks	often	when	you're	on	a	road	trip	with	toddlers—both	for	their	sake	and	for	yours!	Consider	making	pit	stops	at	playgrounds	along	the	way	–	they'll	love	getting	to	run	around	and	explore!	This	is	among	many	parent's	favorite	road	trip	activities	for	toddlers!	If	your	toddler	is	any
good	at	this	game,	you'll	be	enjoying	plenty	of	relaxation	on	your	trip!	See	who	can	be	quiet	the	longest	and	that	person	wins	a	special	surprise!	Paint	with	water	sets	are	the	perfect	toddler	road	trip	activity.	Water	Wow	sets	from	Melissa	&	Doug	include	a	fillable	pen	that	holds	the	water	and	comes	out	the	brush.	Virtually	mess-free	and	very	amusing
for	your	little	one.	We	love	sticker	books	to	keep	toddlers	entertained	on	a	family	road	trip.	They	love	peeling	the	stickers	which	is	a	great	fine	motor	skill.	If	your	2-year-old	loves	to	color,	LCD	drawing	tablets	are	a	must.	They	can	color	whatever	they	want	and	erase	it	when	they	want	a	new	canvas.	Not	only	is	it	mess-free,	the	tablets	are	an
inexpensive	travel	toy!	One	of	our	favorite	road	trip	games	is	one	we	made	up.	I	played	this	with	my	oldest	when	she	needed	to	be	distracted	in	the	car.	Say	two	things	and	ask	which	is	their	favorite.	You	can	use	animals,	food,	or	toys	for	example.	It's	a	great	activity	to	avoid	meltdowns	when	things	are	going	south.	Keep	your	toddler	learning	by
counting	the	things	you	see.	Look	out	the	window	and	see	3	birds	–	1,	2,	3!	This	is	a	great	activity	to	help	keep	them	occupied	while	on	a	road	trip.	These	suction	toys	are	a	great	road	trip	activity	for	toddlers	because	they	will	keep	them	entertained	with	building	and	creating	new	designs.	Additionally,	the	suction	cups	on	the	toys	will	stick	to	windows
and	other	surfaces,	providing	an	extra	level	of	fun.	Magnetic	puzzles	can	keep	toddlers	entertained	for	hours	while	on	a	road	trip.	The	puzzles	are	easy	to	carry	and	keep	toddlers	busy	as	they	try	to	move	the	pieces	with	the	magnetic	pen!	Practice	object	recognition,	colors,	and	shapes	with	your	2-year-old	by	asking	them	what	they	see	out	the
window.	If	they	see	a	tree,	ask	what	color	is	the	tree?	Continue	the	conversation	with	questions	for	them	to	answer.	Fidget	tubes	can	be	connected	together	to	create	a	chain,	and	your	toddler	can	twist	and	turn	them	to	their	heart's	desire.	This	will	keep	them	occupied	and	happy,	which	is	essential	on	long	road	trips.	The	repetitive	motion	of	lacing
and	un-lacing	helps	to	develop	hand-eye	coordination	and	fine	motor	skills.	We	love	these	small	lacing	cards	as	they	are	portable	and	offer	just	enough	practice	for	a	2-year-old.	Let	their	creativity	run	wild	with	Lego	Duplo	Blocks.	They	can	build	towers,	cars,	and	other	structures	with	the	blocks	that	come	in	various	size	kits.	While	2-year-olds	may	be
a	little	young	to	play	Memory,	they	will	certainly	enjoy	looking	at	the	picture	cards.	Memory	cards	are	durable	and	the	perfect	small,	learning	toy	to	bring	along	on	a	road	trip.	The	Vtech	laptop	is	a	fun	learning	game	for	toddlers.	It's	not	quite	screen	time,	but	it	is	interactive	with	songs	and	games	that	will	keep	them	engaged.	Road	trip	activities	for
toddlers	don't	have	to	be	limited	to	just	watching	movies	or	looking	out	the	window.	A	great	way	to	keep	them	entertained	is	by	bringing	out	some	glow	sticks.	If	you're	traveling	in	the	dark	these	are	an	ideal	way	to	have	some	fun	when	you're	almost	to	your	destination.	Reusable	stickers	are	a	great	car	activity	because	they	can	easily	be	moved	and
manipulated	by	your	toddler.	They	will	enjoy	creating	stories	and	using	their	imagination.	Just	ask	them	what	they	made!	This	classic	road	trip	game	is	perfect	for	toddlers	because	it's	easy	to	adapt	to	their	limited	attention	span.	Keep	it	simple	by	spying	something	that's	a	certain	color	or	shape.		Keep	the	“spied”	objects	inside	the	car	to	give	time	for
your	toddler	to	find	them!	Toddlers	love	playing	with	random	objects,	and	masking	tape	can	be	used	to	your	advantage.	They	will	enjoy	peeling	it,	balling	it	up,	and	making	designs	on	the	windows.	This	is	a	great	way	to	keep	them	entertained	in	exchange	for	a	little	cleanup.	Coloring	is	a	great	way	to	keep	toddlers	occupied,	plus	it's	a	quiet	activity
that	won't	disturb	other	passengers	in	the	car.		Crayola	Color	Wonder	is	an	amazing	gift	to	parents.	The	markers	only	draw	on	the	special	paper	and	leave	no	other	mess.	They	come	in	cute	sets	and	are	sure	to	keep	your	toddler	busy.	Make	a	scavenger	hunt	list	of	things	they	can	look	for	outside	the	car	window.	Include	things	like	different	colors,
shapes,	and	animals.	Seek	and	Find	books	are	excellent	road	trip	activities	for	toddlers	because	they	can	keep	them	busy	and	engaged.	Bring	along	a	few	beginner	seek	and	find	books	to	look	at	together	when	they	need	a	break	from	looking	out	the	window.	Limiting	screen	time	is	one	thing,	but	you	may	need	a	little	more	of	it	on	a	road	trip	with
toddlers.	Download	some	age-appropriate	apps	on	your	phone	or	tablet	for	them	to	play	during	the	drive.	Reading	stories	is	always	a	hit	with	toddlers.	Bring	along	some	of	their	favorite	books	or	download	some	digital	ones	before	you	hit	the	road.	Save	some	of	your	toddler's	favorite	snacks	or	toys	as	“surprises”	for	later	in	the	trip.	This	will	help
break	up	the	monotony	and	give	them	something	to	look	forward	to.	These	are	also	great	to	take	out	when	things	aren't	going	well	(i.e.	traffic.)		A	portable	DVD	player	will	give	your	toddler	the	comfort	of	their	favorite	movie.	Use	movies	to	wind	down	before	rest	time	on	your	road	trip.	A	road	trip	with	toddlers	doesn't	have	to	be	stressful—as	long	as
you	know	how	to	survive	a	road	trip	with	kids!	1-year-olds	and	2-year-olds	have	unique	needs	when	it	comes	to	car	activities.	They	have	a	shorter	attention	span	and	need	a	larger	variety	of	things	to	keep	them	occupied.	However,	with	these	45	road	trip	activities	for	toddlers,	you	can	rest	assured	that	your	little	ones	will	stay	entertained	the	whole
way!	And	who	knows,	you	might	even	have	some	fun	yourself	in	the	process!	Truth:	A	long	road	trip	with	my	kids	(especially	my	toddler)	gives	me	major	anxiety.	And	they	shouldn’t	because	I	have	this	amazing	list	of	great	travel	and	car	activities	for	toddlers.	I	have	a	6	year	old,	but	she’s	much	easier	in	the	car	than	her	3	year	old	sister	and	she	can	do
all	of	these	activities	as	well!	Toddler	car	activities	that	work	for	older	kids,	too?	That’s	a	win,	win!	Keeping	toddlers	occupied	and	happy	in	the	car	on	long	car	rides	or	road	trips	is	actually	pretty	simple,	as	long	as	you	are	prepared	ahead	of	time.	This	is	definitely	not	something	that	you	want	to	ignore	until	the	last	minute.	A	little	preparation	using
these	amazing	ideas	is	going	to	make	your	family	road	trip	SO	MUCH	BETTER.	Especially	if	you	are	taking	a	road	trip	with	kids	by	yourself.	You	don’t	want	to	be	stressed	before	the	vacation	activities	even	start!	Have	you	ever	tried	to	entertain	little	kids	in	the	car	for	hours	without	any	real	plan?	Yes,	you	could	just	load	your	tablet	or	portable	DVD
player	with	tons	of	movies,	but	is	that	really	going	to	keep	your	kids	occupied?	My	guess	is	no!	At	least	not	if	they	are	anything	like	my	kids.	There	is	only	so	much	zoning	out	that	my	kids	can	handle.	They	like	being	active,	not	confined.	They	like	interaction	and	stimulation.	This	is	why	I	have	developed	this	list.	Because	intentional	travel	toddler
activities	are	going	to	save	my	sanity.	Because	even	if	I	put	on	a	movie	during	a	long	car	trip,	inevitably	one	of	my	kids	(halfway	through)	will	start.	“Are	we	there	yet?”	Figuring	out	what	to	do	with	a	2	year	old	in	the	car	is	stressful.	Having	a	bunch	of	these	car	games	for	kids	and	car	activities	for	2	year	olds,	3	year	olds	or	4	year	olds	ready	to	go	will
help	you	to	not	want	to	jump	OUT	of	the	car	during	your	next	long	drive.	This	post	contains	affiliate	links.	Getting	some	new	books	for	road	trips	with	toddlers	will	definitely	buy	you	some	quiet	time	in	the	car.	You	could	also	get	some	from	your	local	library.	I	would	go	with	books	that	your	toddler	will	be	majorly	interested	in	(favorite	characters,	for
example).	For	my	3	year	old,	that	would	mean	a	bunch	of	Paw	Patrol	books.	If	there	is	someone	in	the	back	that	can	read	to	your	toddler,	even	better!	You	could	even	show	the	YouTube	read	aloud	version	of	any	of	these	2-year-old	book	favorites.	It’s	also	a	great	idea	to	have	your	toddler	tell	everyone	in	the	car	what’s	happening	in	the	story.	It’s	a
great	way	to	get	your	toddler’s	creativity	flowing	while	she’s	stuck	in	the	car	for	hours.	You	could	also	bring	along	some	of	your	toddler’s	favorite	books.	Water	Wow	books	are	super	popular	toddler	road	trip	travel	toys.	Simply	fill	the	water	pen	with	water,	and	your	child	can	“color”	in	the	pages.	It	works	surprisingly	well,	and	by	the	time	your	toddler
colors	in	the	last	page,	the	first	pages	will	be	dry	so	that	your	toddler	can	start	all	over	again.	I	would	love	to	read	to	my	toddler	in	the	car,	but	reading	makes	me	carsick.	Read-Along	Storybooks	that	come	with	a	CD	are	actually	even	better	for	in	the	car.	There	are	so	many	great	books	to	choose	from	and	the	narration	is	really	great.	We	own	quite	a
few	of	these	books,	and	we	often	listen	to	each	of	them	several	times	on	long	trips.	At	first,	I	had	to	prompt	my	daughter	(when	she	was	2)	to	turn	the	page	when	she	heard	the	chime,	but	she	caught	on	very	quickly	and	was	then	able	to	do	it	independently.	If	your	toddler	already	enjoys	read-along	storybooks,	you	might	want	to	venture	into
audiobooks	for	your	toddler.	This	cell	phone	doesn’t	even	have	to	be	working	or	charged.	I’m	not	kidding,	your	toddler	will	love	it	and	will	feel	like	such	a	big	deal.	The	key	is	to	tell	your	child	that	it’s	“her	phone”.	Both	of	my	kids	play	with	their	non-working	phones	all	the	time.	They	call	people,	they	receive	calls	and	they	tell	their	cousins	that	it’s	real.
Old	phones	are	great	things	to	keep	a	toddler	busy	on	a	road	trip.	I	love	asking	my	toddler	questions,	and	these	funny	Would	You	Rather	for	kids	are	the	best	type.	They’re	super	easy	for	your	toddler	to	answer	because	they	give	2	options	for	your	child	to	pick	from.	The	sillier	the	better!	I	also	have	this	or	that	questions	for	kids,	which	might	be	a	little
easier	for	toddlers.	Stickers	are	always	a	hit,	and	I	love	that	(especially	at	the	toddler	stage),	it’s	an	activity	that	takes	a	long	time.	Make	sure	that	you	remove	the	sticker	paper	around	the	stickers	first	so	that	it’s	less	frustrating	for	your	toddler.	We	recently	got	the	Pete	The	Cat	Sticker	Book	and	I	seriously	LOVE	it	because	the	quality	of	it	is	really
amazing	for	the	price.	It	has	different	scenes	where	you	place	the	stickers	and	the	stickers	don’t	easily	rip	like	some	others.	Reusable	sticker	pads	are	also	a	great	option.	If	you	will	be	traveling	when	it’s	dark,	flashlights	and	glow	sticks	will	be	a	crazy	fun	activity.	Just	make	sure	to	keep	them	put	away	until	then.	A	stack	of	post-it	notes	just	provides
for	so	many	possibilities.	Your	toddler	can	stick	them	all	over	the	place,	can	write	on	them	with	crayons	or	colored	pencils,	or	can	re-stack	them	endlessly.	Scour	your	house	for	some	egg	fillers	for	toddlers	and	put	them	inside	plastic	Easter	eggs.	Your	toddler	will	love	opening	them	up	to	see	what’s	inside.	Your	toddler	can	also	put	them	in	and	out	of
the	Easter	eggs.	I	LOVE	this	one.	It	can	be	done	with	Jelly	Belly	jellybeans,	gummy	bears,	fruit	snacks,	etc	and	is	probably	best	saved	for	older	toddlers	so	that	you	don’t	have	to	worry	about	choking.	Have	your	child	close	her	eyes,	hand	her	one	of	the	previously	mentioned	foods,	and	have	her	guess	the	flavor	or	color.	Before	you	go	on	your	trip,	you
and	your	toddler	could	make	an	edible	necklace	out	of	cereal	such	as	Cheerios.	Then	store	the	necklaces	for	the	trip.	This	is	a	great	activity	because	the	necklaces	will	take	your	toddler	a	long	time	to	consume,	and	they’re	more	fun	than	simply	handing	over	a	bag	of	Cheerios.	A	travel	tray	will	simply	make	coloring,	playing	and	doing	all	of	these
activities	so	much	easier.	This	travel	tray	is	my	favorite,	because	it	has	side	pockets,	sturdy	sides,	fits	perfectly	over	your	child’s	car	seat	and	it	folds	flat	for	storage.	Just	imagine:	All	of	your	child’s	toys	and	snacks	will	stay	contained	to	their	little	space	and	you	won’t	have	to	worry	about	her	dropping	her	toys	or	getting	goldfish	crumbs	everywhere.	
Oh,	and	according	to	the	reviews,	this	tray	has	saved	MANY	road	trips.	If	your	toddler	still	has	a	lovey	or	special	stuffed	animal,	be	sure	to	bring	it	with	you	so	that	your	child	can	more	easily	take	a	nap.	It’s	simple	but	oh-so	entertaining!	I	don’t	know	what	it	is	about	the	Slinky,	but	my	kids	are	mesmerized	by	them.	If	your	toddler	is	learning	letter
recognition,	some	alphabet	letters	would	be	a	great	activity	for	the	car.	You	could	also	tie	it	into	looking	outside	at	signs	to	try	to	find	a	letter	(if	your	toddler	is	forward	facing).	I’m	sure	your	child	is	already	a	fan	of	stacking	Tupperware,	bowls,	and	whatever	else	she	can	find	in	your	kitchen	cabinets.	Bring	some	small	measuring	cups	to	continue	the
stacking	fun	in	the	car.	For	some	reason,	kids	just	like	markers	more	than	crayons	and	colored	pencils.	What	is	it?	Color	Wonder	markers	and	pads	are	amazing	because	they	have	the	excitement	of	markers	but	they	only	work	on	the	special	Color	Wonder	paper.	They	are	a	much	better	version	of	a	coloring	book	for	the	car.	Imagine	Ink	Coloring	Sets
are	very	similar	to	Color	Wonder	but	they	are	more	compact	and	only	come	with	one	marker	(which	means	less	chances	of	losing	a	marker	in	the	carseat).	My	3	year	old	also	prefers	the	Imagine	Ink	books.	Look	And	Find	books	will	keep	your	toddler’s	mind	engaged	and	thinking	creatively	during	your	road	trip.	Though	a	lot	of	these	books	are	maybe
to	advanced	for	as	car	activities	for	2	and	3	year	olds,	there	are	many	Look	And	Find	books	that	are	geared	toward	this	age	level.	Break	the	monotony	of	your	car	ride	up	by	handing	your	child	some	toys	wrapped	in	gift	wrap.	You	can	visit	the	dollar	store	to	buy	a	few	small	toys,	or	you	could	even	wrap	up	some	of	your	toddler’s	existing	toys.	I	love	the
idea	of	giving	your	child	one	wrapped	toy	at	certain	intervals.	You	could	give	a	toy	after	a	certain	time	period	or	when	you	cross	over	into	a	new	state	to	celebrate.	I	remember	thinking	(before	kids)	that	I	was	NEVER	going	to	let	them	eat	in	the	car.	Then	I	had	kids,	and	surprise!	I	laughed	at	my	pre-kid	self.	Even	if	you	do	not	allow	food	in	the	car
(how	do	you	do	it?!),	car	trips	could	be	the	exception	to	the	rule.	While	I’m	a	HUGE	crazy	person	about	what	my	kids	eat,	I	have	been	known	to	give	my	kids	some	special	treats	on	long	car	rides.	Pack	your	snacks	wisely.	The	best	snack	ideas	are	foods	that	take	a	long	time	to	eat	such	as	pretzels,	goldfish,	cereal	necklaces,	etc.	You	could	also	try
incorporating	food	with	something	else,	like	a	game.	Winner	gets	a	pretzel!	Snacks	will	be	your	number	one	tantrum	deterrent	and	the	easiest	way	to	distract,	so	make	sure	you	pack	more	than	enough.	A	Boogie	Board	is	an	LCD	board	that	your	toddler	can	write	on	with	a	stylus	and	erase	with	a	push	of	a	button.	It’s	pretty	simple	(and	actually	you	can
then	use	it	for	jotting	down	your	daily	to-do	list).	I	actually	bought	one	for	myself,	and	then	had	to	buy	a	second	and	a	third	because	my	kids	kept	stealing	it	from	me.	What	better	time	than	to	get	to	know	each	other	than	when	you’re	stuck	together	in	a	small	car	for	hours?	These	conversation	starters	will	help	you	get	a	little	glimpse	into	your	toddler’s
mind.	They	are	truly	fun	for	the	entire	family.	If	your	toddler	is	struggling	to	answer	the	questions,	give	your	answer	first	as	an	example.	Okay,	your	toddler	might	not	completely	understand	kid	jokes	yet,	but	toddlers	don’t	care!	My	toddler	will	laugh	at	any	joke	I	tell	her,	even	if	she	has	no	idea	what	it	means.	These	jokes	for	4	year	olds,		5	year	olds
or	6	year	olds	contain	many	that	your	toddler	will	actually	understand.	This	activity	will	be	a	lot	of	fun.	It’s	true,	the	jokes	might	not	be	funny	for	the	adults	in	the	car,	but	the	toddler	giggles	will	definitely	put	a	smile	on	your	face.	You	can	also	have	your	toddler	make	up	her	own	jokes.	My	3	year	old	loves	to	invent	her	own	jokes,	and	though	they	never
make	sense,	they	always	make	me	laugh	because	it’s	adorable.	Her	jokes	always	end	with	“because	he	was	a	real	hot	head!”.	The	VTech	Rock	And	Bop	Music	Player	is	another	toy	that	will	make	your	toddler	feel	like	a	big	hotshot.	It’s	like	an	iPod	for	toddlers.	It	might	be	the	phone	shape	of	it,	or	it	might	be	the	headphones	that	come	with	it.	It	plays
cute	songs	and	your	toddler	can	also	play	a	few	games	with	it.	It’s	really	interactive	and	will	give	you	some	quiet	time	to	just	relax	in	the	front	seat.	(My	6	and	3	year	old	fight	over	this	all	the	time).		Choose	something	that	the	whole	family	needs	to	look	for	(black	cars,	red	trucks,	stop	signs,	cows,	etc).	See	how	long	it	takes	you	to	find	a	certain
number	then	start	again.	I	love	this	even	for	the	youngest	toddlers	because	it	will	help	your	child	practice	colors	and	numbers,	and	the	repetition	with	help	immensely.	Try	to	pick	your	number	limit	based	on	what	your	toddler	knows.	My	3	year	old	can	count	up	to	15,	and	then	gets	them	a	little	mixed	up.	The	next	time	we	play	this	game,	I	will	go	up	to
20	so	that	she’s	getting	repetition	of	the	numbers	15-20	that	she	needs.	Okay,	you	might	hate	this	idea	and	you	can	choose	to	ignore	it	completely,	but	kids	love	repetitive	songs	that	we	find	to	be,	well,	annoying.	Think	“The	Wheels	On	The	Bus”,	“10	Little	Monkeys	Jumping	On	The	Bed”,	and	“The	Song	That	Never	Ends”.	If	you	don’t	feel	like	having
“The	Song	That	Never	Ends”	stuck	in	your	head	for	the	duration	of	your	vacation,	bring	along	some	movie	soundtracks	or	your	toddler’s	favorite	songs	to	play	in	the	car.	No,	not	a	mixed	tape,	actual	scotch	tape.	Or	washi	tape	or	whatever.	I	have	a	feeling	if	I	handed	my	3	year	old	tape	in	the	car	and	told	her	that	she	could	use	it	all,	she	would	be	like	a
kid	in	a	candy	store.	This	one	could	go	either	way.	It	could	occupy	your	toddler	for	a	VERY	long	time,	unless	your	toddler	is	the	go-big-or-go-home	type.	Then	your	entire	roll	of	tape	might	be	pulled	out	in	one	long,	sticky	strand	in	about	10	seconds	and	then	you’ll	be	on	to	the	next	activity	real	quick.	So	what	if	your	next	rest	stop	is	spent	peeling	band-
aids	off	of	every	inch	of	your	child’s	clothing.	I	am	telling	you,	this	activity	will	last	a	LONG	time.	Simply	getting	the	band-aid	out	of	its	packaging	with	take	a	while,	and	it’s	a	great	fine	motor	activity	too.	Don’t	worry	about	your	toddler	wanting	you	to	open	all	the	band-aids.	Most	(every?)	toddler	wants	to	do	everything	themselves	anyway.	This	is	one
of	my	toddler’s	most	favorite	fun	car	activities.	While	I	don’t	think	I	Spy	is	a	very	good	game	for	DRIVING	because	you’re	simply	whizzing	by	everything,	it	is	a	life-saver	when	you	are	stuck	on	the	highway	because	of	traffic,	construction	or	an	accident.	Magnetic	toys	are	great	because	they	won’t	be	falling	all	over	the	place.	Magnatiles	are	a	great
choice,	and	will	get	tons	of	play	even	after	your	trip.	Hone	your	toddler’s	fine	motor	skills	with	these	on-the-road	activities	for	toddlers.	Lacing	Activity	Set	with	cute	animals	Wooden	Lacing	Beads	I	know	that	flashcards	kind	of	have	a	bad	reputation,	but	my	toddler	LOVES	doing	her	alphabet	flashcards.	We	have	these	flashcards	and	they	are	great
because	they	are	super	thick	and	sturdy,	they	have	pictures	of	common	things	and	they	are	connected	by	a	ring	which	is	perfect	for	in	the	car	(my	biggest	pet	peeve	about	driving	with	kids	is	when	I	hear	that	someone	has	dropped	something.	Did	I	say	that	already?!)	Give	your	child	some	scissors	and	paper	or	a	magazine.	Your	toddler	will	cut	and	rip
that	paper	and	likely	make	a	gigantic	mess,	but	it’s	guaranteed	to	be	a	very	effective	way	of	keeping	toddlers	busy.	If	you’re	really	brave	you	can	give	your	child	a	glue	stick	also	so	that	she	can	glue	all	of	her	pieces	onto	some	paper.	Your	toddler	can	spin	it	and	(try)	to	blow	it.	Or	just	swing	it	around,	whatever	floats	her	boat.	A	balloon	on	a	string	in	a
confined	area	is	super	fun	(for	the	kids,	at	least).	Wikki	Sticks	are	made	out	of	yarn	and	food-grade	wax.	They	can	be	stuck	together	to	make	endless	designs	and	are	completely	reusable.	You	were	probably	wondering	if	I	was	ever	going	to	suggest	electronics.	I	don’t	LOVE	screen	time	for	my	toddler,	but	a	little	screen	time	(especially	in	the	car)	is
always	a	good	option.	If	you’d	like	to	offer	up	some	electronics,	here’s	what	I	suggest.	If	you	do	games	on	a	tablet,	my	ABSOLUTE	MOST	FAVORITE	app	is	Endless	Alphabet.	It	is	an	incredible	app,	but	is	also	simple	and	will	teach	your	child	letters	and	new	words.	Your	child	will	drag	letters	to	form	words,	all	while	the	letter	that	you’re	dragging	is
making	silly	sounds	(the	K	will	make	a	K	sound	over	and	over).	Once	your	child	has	finished	the	word,	there	will	be	a	very	short	scene	showing	what	the	word	means	in	a	very	silly	way.	My	kids	LOVE	getting	to	the	end	to	see	what	the	little	creature	will	do.	If	you’re	going	to	show	a	movie	or	a	TV	show,	I	highly	suggest	this	tablet	holder	for	the	back	of
your	seat.	This	is	the	one	that	we	have	because	it	goes	in	between	the	two	front	headrests	so	that	both	of	our	kids	can	watch	a	movie	on	it.	This	awesome	Disney	movie	list	can	give	you	some	great	options.	You	should	also	purchase	an	extra	long	charger	so	that	you	don’t	run	out	of	batteries	in	the	middle	of	Chase’s	mission.	If	it’s	near	Christmas,	give
your	toddler	the	latest	toy	catalogue	and	have	her	circle	the	toys	that	she	wants.	Yes,	she	will	probably	circle	everything	in	sight.	No,	she	won’t	remember	what	she	circled.	You	can	definitely	listen	to	a	podcast	while	your	toddler	is	playing,	snacking	or	whatever.	Check	out	the	5	Best	Podcasts	For	Kids	Under	5.	Your	kids	can	even	go	with	you	to	pick
some	toys	out.	Just	make	sure	to	put	them	away	for	the	road	trip.	You	can	describe	an	animal,	a	family	member	or	a	mystery	object.	This	just	might	be	my	most	favorite	of	many	road	trip	games.	The	Quiet	Game	is	simple.	Whoever	speaks	first	loses.	You	could	even	up	the	ante	and	have	someone	in	the	car	try	to	MAKE	everyone	else	laugh.	Another
idea	would	be	to	give	a	small	prize	for	being	the	last	to	make	noise.	Mom,	older	siblings	or	your	toddler	herself	can	draw	a	picture	and	everyone	else	needs	to	guess	what	it	is.	The	great	thing	about	this	game	is	that	my	kids	love	stumping	us,	which	is	great	for	those	times	when	you	have	absolutely	no	idea	what	your	kid	has	drawn.	My	husband	often
tells	my	kids	stories	at	bedtime.	The	main	character	of	the	story	is	always	themselves,	and	the	story	inevitably	contains	some	kind	of	silly	occurrence.	Another	fun	option	is	to	have	one	person	start	the	story,	then	the	next	person	will	say	another	sentence	of	the	story	and	so	forth.	This	is	really	fun	and	great	for	your	toddler’s	imagination.	If	your
toddler’s	got	a	bunch	of	toys	back	there	with	her,	give	her	a	tape	measure	and	ask	her	to	measure	each	of	them!	Make	it	simpler	for	your	child	by	starting	with	a	category	(animals,	foods,	etc).	This	one	might	be	a	no-go,	but	if	your	toddler	can	blow	bubbles	on	her	own	(or	if	there	is	an	older	sibling	in	the	back	to	blow	them),	then	this	will	work.	Just
make	sure	that	you	get	the	mini	bubbles	so	that	if	they	spill,	your	child	won’t	be	covered	in	sticky	bubble	solution.	Have	your	toddler	make	a	doodle	on	paper	or	on	her	Magnadoodle.	An	older	child	(or	mom)	should	use	that	doodle	to	make	a	drawing	out	of	it.	If	your	kids	are	prone	to	“Are	we	there	yet?”,	this	idea	is	PERFECT.	Give	your	kids	a	roll	of
quarters.	Each	time	that	your	kid	says	“Are	we	there	yet?”,	she	has	to	hand	over	one	quarter.	Ask	your	toddler	to	create	a	surprise	for	you	out	of	pipe	cleaners.	They	are	super	easy	to	bend	and	form	into	different	shapes!	This	road	trip	scavenger	hunt	come	in	three	varieties:	the	traditional	checklist,	BINGO	and	a	color	car	find.	Give	your	toddler	a
paper	with	a	bunch	of	squares	on	it	(one	square	for	every	50	miles	of	your	trip).	Every	50	miles,	have	your	child	cross	off	one	of	the	squares.	This	provides	a	great	visual	for	your	child	to	be	able	to	see	how	much	farther	you	have	to	go.	Make	sure	that	you	don’t	just	throw	a	bunch	of	toys	in	the	back	with	your	toddler.	Give	one	toy	at	a	time,	and	once
your	toddler	starts	to	fuss,	switch	that	toy	out	for	another	one.	Get	your	kids	to	get	all	that	pent-up	energy	out	each	time	that	you	make	a	stop.	You	can	have	your	kids	hop,	do	jumping	jacks,	stretch,	run,	etc.	I	hope	this	post	helped	you	to	find	some	new	favorite	road	trip	activities!	It’s	hard	to	entertain	a	toddler	in	the	car,	but	you	can	do	it!	This	page
may	contain	affiliate	links,	which	means	that	we	may	earn	from	qualifying	purchases	at	no	additional	cost	to	you.	Going	on	a	road	trip	with	a	toddler	can	seem	stressful.	But	it	really	can	be	an	enjoyable	experience	if	you’re	prepared.	And	one	of	the	best	ways	you	can	prepare	is	by	bringing	awesome	toddler	road	trip	activities!	On	all	the	road	trips
we’ve	been	on	with	our	toddlers	(and	there	have	been	a	lot),	we’ve	found	that	if	our	toddler	has	interesting	activities	to	hold	their	attention,	everyone	has	a	better	time.	And	oftentimes,	toddlers	really	aren’t	as	hard	to	entertain	in	the	car	as	we	think.	I’ve	found	that	road	trips	with	my	toddlers	usually	go	much	better	than	I	think	they	will.	The	trick	is
plan	ahead	and	bring	a	variety	of	different	activities	that	you	can	use	to	hold	their	attention.	Toddlers	don’t	always	have	the	longest	attention	spans,	so	you’ll	be	glad	to	have	multiple	activities	you	can	switch	between	when	they	start	losing	interest	in	whatever	they’re	working	on.	If	you	have	a	variety	of	ways	to	keep	your	toddler	entertained	during
the	drive,	the	whole	trip	will	go	much	more	smoothly.	Trust	me.	So	read	on	for	some	awesome	car	activities	that	are	sure	to	keep	your	toddler	entertained	on	a	road	trip!	For	more	helpful	travel	items,	see	our	ultimate	list	of	toddler	travel	essentials!	You’ll	want	to	have	plenty	of	great	activities	to	keep	your	toddler	entertained	during	your	road	trip.
This	is	one	area	where	I	tend	to	overpack,	but	I’d	much	rather	have	too	many	activities	than	not	have	enough.	And	when	you’re	road	tripping,	usually	you	have	the	space	for	a	few	extra	small	activities	(unlike	flying).	Tip:	It	really	helps	to	have	a	table	of	some	sort	for	your	child	to	work	on	their	activities.	We	like	this	car	seat	travel	tray.	In	a	pinch,
we’ve	also	used	shallow,	wide	boxes	for	them	to	work	on	their	activities	and	to	keep	everything	contained.	Some	of	these	road	trip	activities	for	toddlers	do	have	small	parts,	so	if	your	child	is	still	in	the	stick-everything-in-the-mouth	stage,	skip	those	or	do	them	with	supervision.	If	you	have	a	truck-loving	toddler,	consider	making	them	a	little
construction	site!	Use	mini	trucks	to	move	“rocks”	(pom	poms)	from	one	place	to	another.	This	can	entertain	a	toddler	for	a	ridiculously	long	period	of	time,	trust	me…	These	little	working	trucks	are	the	perfect	size	to	use	with	pom	poms.	A	great	fine	motor	road	trip	activity	is	using	tweezers	to	move	pom	poms	from	one	container	to	another.	For	this
activity,	you	can	use	the	regular	sized	pom	poms	or	the	mini	pom	poms	for	a	bit	more	of	a	challenge.		When	we	were	planning	our	most	recent	road	trip,	this	activity	was	specifically	requested,	so	obviously	it	was	a	hit	with	our	kids!	For	a	creative	DIY	road	trip	activity,	make	your	own	car	track!	Bring	along	some	of	this	road	tape	to	create	a	little	road
on	your	child’s	travel	tray.	Pack	some	small	cars	and	let	your	child	pretend	to	drive	on	a	racecar	or	around	a	make-believe	town.	You	can	also	used	mini	sticky	notes	to	draw	houses,	a	fire	station,	a	hotel,	etc.	Our	son	had	a	great	time	driving	his	cars	all	over	his	little	“town”.	One	of	our	favorite	road	trip	activities	for	toddlers	is	listening	to	music.	It’s	is
a	nice	way	to	pass	the	time	while	you’re	driving	and	it’s	also	a	good	method	for	diffusing	tension	if	emotions	are	rising.	Our	kids	love	singing	along	to	their	favorite	songs	for	long	stretches	of	time.	Some	of	the	classics	are	Raffi	songs	and	songs	from	their	favorite	movies	(mostly	Frozen	and	Moana	over	and	over).	Bring	a	cookie	sheet	and	some
magnets	and	set	your	child	loose!	(The	cheap	dollar	store	cookie	sheets	are	perfect	for	this	activity.)	Alphabet	and	number	magnets	are	great	for	kids	learning	their	letters	and	numbers.	Or	you	can	cater	it	to	your	child’s	interests	with	something	like	animal	magnets	or	dinosaur	magnets	for	some	creative	play.	Podcasts	and	audiobooks	can	be	fun	to
listen	to	for	the	whole	family,	or	you	can	give	your	child	some	headphones	and	let	them	listen	independently.		My	son	loves	the	Little	Bedtime	Stories	podcast.	The	stories	are	fun	and	good	for	young	kids,	plus	it’s	ad	free!	Combine	food	and	activity	by	making	Cheerio	bracelets!	Give	your	child	some	Cheerios	and	have	them	string	them	onto	a	pipe
cleaner.	We	love	this	activity	activity	because	it’s	great	at	keeping	a	toddler’s	attention	and	it	doubles	as	a	snack!	Bring	along	some	books	or	magazines	and	read	to	your	toddler	or	let	them	look	through	the	pictures.	They	might	like	looking	through	a	book	with	pictures	of	where	you’re	going	on	your	trip	(or	where	you’ve	been	if	you’re	on	your	way
home).	If	your	child	is	like	mine,	you	can	bring	some	of	their	favorites	(mine	are	obsessed	with	the	Goodnight,	Goodnight	Construction	Site	books)	and	they	will	know	every	word	without	your	even	having	to	read	it	to	them!	Screen	time	is	probably	one	of	the	most	popular	road	trip	activities	for	toddlers.	When	you’re	on	a	road	trip,	screen	time	can	be	a
convenient	way	for	your	toddler	to	pass	some	time	and	it’s	a	nice	break	for	the	adults.		Everyone	has	different	ideas	of	how	much	screen	time	is	right	for	road	trips	and	you’ll	have	to	find	your	own	balance	for	what	is	best	for	your	toddler.		A	road	trip	tradition	that	we	love	is	having	a	family	movie	night	while	we’re	driving.		I	make	popcorn	before	we
leave	and	then	when	we’re	driving,	we	pass	out	the	popcorn	and	treats	and	settle	in	to	watch	a	movie.	It’s	a	fun	activity	that	we	can	all	do	together	(even	though	the	driver	can’t	see,	the	kids	usually	pick	movies	we’ve	seen	a	million	times	anyway	so	they	know	what’s	going	on	just	by	the	sound).	We	usually	plan	it	for	later	in	the	day	when	everyone	is
starting	to	get	bored	and	tired	of	their	car	activities.		If	you	have	a	budding	artist,	they	might	enjoy	drawing	for	part	of	the	car	ride.	There	are	lots	of	options	for	drawing	activities,	depending	on	what	your	child	prefers.	You	can	go	the	traditional	route	by	getting	a	toddler	coloring	book	with	crayons	or	colored	pencils.	Or	you	can	choose	to	bring	a
boogie	board	or	whiteboard	for	them	to	use	to	express	their	creativity.	This	car	seat	tray	has	a	built-in	whiteboard,	which	makes	it	easy	for	your	child	to	create	art	whenever	their	heart	desires!	One	of	our	favorite	road	trip	activities	for	toddlers	are	these	cute	puffy	sticker	sets	by	Melissa	and	Doug.	Your	child	can	use	the	detailed	stickers	to	create	a
scene	on	the	background	provided.	And	they	are	reusable,	so	you	can	get	multiple	play	experiences	out	of	them.	We’ve	used	our	sets	many	times	and	the	stickers	are	still	sticky!	These	puffy	stickers	are	something	that	has	really	kept	our	toddlers’	focused	attention	while	traveling.	On	a	recent	road	trip	I	forgot	to	bring	them	and	my	son	was	so
disappointed	(luckily	I	didn’t	make	that	mistake	the	next	time!).	Water	Wow!	books	are	a	great,	mess-free	road	trip	activity	for	toddlers.	As	you	color	over	each	page	with	the	water	pen,	a	picture	appears.	As	it	dries,	the	picture	disappears	and	it	can	be	reused	again	and	again.	This	is	one	of	our	favorite	toddler	activities	for	travel	by	car,	flights,	or	just
as	a	quiet	activity	for	appointments	or	church	when	we’re	at	home!	Create	a	book	of	photos	for	your	child	with	pictures	of	noteworthy	events,	important	people,	and	special	memories	from	their	life.	Toddlers	love	looking	at	books	where	they	are	the	star,	with	places	and	people	they	recognize.	For	our	toddlers,	this	is	a	sure	way	to	capture	and	keep
their	attention!	This	buckle	toy	is	perfect	for	a	kid	who	loves	clipping	and	unclipping	buckles.	It	has	various	colors	and	different	kinds	of	buckles	to	keep	their	attention.	There’s	also	a	little	pocket	at	the	top	where	they	can	store	some	of	their	treasures.	When	I	bought	this	toy,	I	wondered	how	much	use	we	would	really	get	out	of	it,	but	my	toddlers
have	been	obsessed	with	their	buckle	toy	during	trips,	both	driving	and	flying.	Look	and	find	books	are	a	great	way	to	keep	a	toddler	busy.	I’m	always	amazed	at	how	long	my	toddlers	can	stay	focused	when	they’re	searching	for	items	in	a	book.	Some	of	our	favorite	look	and	find	books	are	the	Very	First	Book	of	Things	to	Spot	and	1001	Things	to	Spot
on	Vacation.	The	Very	First	Book	of	Things	to	Spot	has	cute	and	simple	pictures	(better	for	younger	toddlers),	while	the	1001	Things	to	Spot	book	has	much	busier,	more	complex	scenes.	Dimple	fidget	poppers	are	a	fun	way	to	keep	your	child	engaged	while	you’re	driving.	Our	kids	loved	pushing	the	buttons	in	and	out	and	I	was	surprised	how	long
this	activity	kept	them	entertained.	And	it’s	a	great	calming	sensory	activity	for	when	children	(or	adults)	are	feeling	agitated.	Some	road	trip	activities	for	toddlers	don’t	have	to	involve	any	special	gear.	Another	option	for	keeping	a	toddler	entertained	on	a	drive	is	to	talk	about	what	they	see	out	the	window	(my	kids	get	so	excited	whenever	they	see
trucks	while	we’re	driving)	or	play	a	game	like	I	Spy.	Your	toddler	will	love	guessing	the	object	you	are	thinking	of,	just	make	sure	it’s	not	something	you	pass	before	they	can	guess	what	it	is.	Wiki	Stix	are	a	non-messy	way	for	toddlers	to	practice	fine	motor	skills	and	express	some	creativity.	The	wax	sticks	can	be	bent	and	formed	into	various	shapes,
letters,	and	designs.	To	make	anything	very	elaborate	a	toddler	will	need	a	little	help,	but	our	toddlers	have	enjoyed	just	manipulating	the	sticks	or	squishing	them	into	colorful	balls.	And	they	love	it	when	we	help	them	to	make	words	or	small	objects	(crude	animals,	flowers,	etc).	A	fun	way	to	pass	the	time	while	driving	is	to	tell	stories	to	your	toddler.
You	can	recap	what	you	did	on	your	trip	or	what	you	are	going	to	do.	Or	you	can	make	up	stories	about	whatever	interests	your	toddler.	One	of	our	boys’	favorite	things	is	when	dad	tells	“truck	stories”,	which	are	just	stories	he	makes	up	about	trucks	at	a	construction	site.	On	our	most	recent	road	trip,	this	was	one	of	our	toddler’s	favorite	ways	to
pass	the	time.	He	would	say,	“Tell	truck	stories,	daddy!”	and	then	listen	with	rapt	attention	to	whatever	story	his	dad	made	up.	For	toddlers,	snacks	definitely	count	as	a	road	trip	activity.	If	they	are	starting	to	get	whiny	or	are	heading	towards	a	meltdown,	pull	out	a	snack!	I	am	constantly	in	awe	of	the	power	of	a	good	snack	to	reset	a	toddler	when
they	are	starting	to	lose	it.	And	it’s	just	a	nice	way	to	keep	your	child	occupied	for	a	little	while	during	the	drive.	Be	sure	to	bring	a	snack	catcher	so	that	your	toddler	can	feed	themselves	without	accidentally	dumping	their	snack	all	over	the	car.	For	ideas	of	awesome	road	trip	food	and	snacks,	see	this	post.	If	your	child	is	content	sitting	and	looking
out	the	window,	let	them!		Often	we’re	so	focused	on	keeping	toddlers	entertained	that	we	don’t	follow	their	cues	and	allow	them	downtime	when	they	want	it.		My	children	can	be	entertained	for	hours	just	sitting	and	looking	out	the	window	when	we’re	driving.	As	long	as	they	are	content,	I	just	leave	them	be.	I	don’t	bring	out	activities	for	them	until
they	ask	for	something	to	do.		You	really	can	have	a	great	family	road	trip	with	a	toddler	along.	We’ve	made	so	many	fun	family	memories	on	road	trips	with	our	young	children.	But	if	you’re	planning	a	long	drive	with	a	toddler,	make	sure	you	have	some	great	road	trip	activities	to	keep	them	entertained.	You’ll	be	glad	you	were	prepared!	Other	posts
you	might	be	interested:	How	to	Have	a	Successful	Road	Trip	with	a	Toddler	50+	Road	Trip	Food	Ideas-	Easy	Meals	On	the	Go!	7	Essential	Tips	for	Road	Tripping	with	a	Baby	Baby	Travel	Essentials	(Everything	You	Need	to	Bring)	Packed	for	Life	contains	affiliate	links.	If	you	make	a	purchase	using	one	of	these	links,	we	may	receive	compensation	at
no	extra	cost	to	you.	As	an	Amazon	Associate,	I	earn	from	qualifying	purchases.	See	my	Disclosure	policy	for	more	info.	Road	tripping	with	kids?	The	thought	of	entertaining		toddlers	and	preschoolers	on	long	car	rides	can	have	even	the	most	laid	back	of	parents	reconsidering	their	trip.	Which	is	why	I’ve	gathered	our	tried	and	true	easy	and	fun	road
trip	activities	for	toddlers	and	preschoolers.		After	years	of	taking	road	trips	for	summer	holidays,	to	visit	family	and	to	move	across	the	country	I	have	some	pretty	cool	tips,	tricks	and	ideas	to	make	your	next	road	trip	more	fun,	and	less	stressful	for	everyone.	Practice	and	preparation	are	key.	The	more	you	do	it,	the	more	your	can’t	sit	still	in	one
place	for	even	2	minutes	toddler	or	preschooler	will	know	what	to	expect,	and	the	easier	it	will	become.	In	our	experience,	the	best	kids	car	activities	are	easy,	mess	free	and	something	they	can	do	on	their	own.	Here	are	what	we	think	are	the	best	road	trip	activities	for	2-year-olds,	3-year-olds,	and	preschoolers	3-5	years	old	that	you	can	buy,	make	or
do	yourself.	Plus	some	road	trip	tips	to	make	your	family’s	journey	smoother.			FUN	TODDLER	ROAD	TRIP	ACTIVITIES	Miss	S	enjoying	drawing	on	our	cross	country	road	trip	|	Photo:	Packed	for	Life	Don’t	forget	to	grab	our	Road	trip	planner	so	you	can	stop	stressing	about	trip	planning	&	logistics,	and	keep	everything	organized	and	in	one
place.	Other	tips:	Use	a	surface	to	play	/	color	on:	You	can	use	a	small	shallow	box,	a	small	metal	baking	tray	or	a	car	seat	activity	tray	like	this	one.	But	don’t	stress	if	you	don’t	have	one.	We’ve	done	many	family	road	trips	without	an	activity	tray.	Plan	ahead:	The	trick	I’ve	found	is	to	plan	ahead	and	have	a	variety	of	activities	you	(and	they)	can	pick
and	choose	from.	Small,	easy	age	appropriate	activities:	Toddlers	and	preschoolers	don’t	always	have	long	attention	spans,	so	we’ve	found	that	lots	of	smaller	activities	can	really	save	the	day.	You	know	your	kids	best.	Choose	one’s	you	think	they’d	like.	If	you	have	babies	in	the	family	too,	these	are	some	of	the	best	travel	toys	for	babies	to	keep	them
happy	&	entertained.	Coloring	activities	were	always	a	favorite	for	our	kids.	To	manage	the	likelihood	of	said	toddlers	throwing	crayons	around,	keep	only	a	few	in	a	small	container	they	can	easily	open.		If	you	are	short	on	time	(who	isn’t?),	then	mini	coloring	kits	like	these		were	always	a	hit	when	our	youngest	was	little.		Or	you	can	make	your	own.
Grab	a	small	empty	first	aid	kit	from	the	Dollar	Store	or	local	box	store	like	Target	or	Walmart.	Hot	glue	gun	a	square	post-it	pad	on	the	inside	(top).	Put	in	a	couple	of	crayons,	or	pencil	crayons.	Whatever	fits.	Learn	how	here.	We’ve	loved	these	WOW	books	for	years.	Super	handy	to	keep	the	kids	entertained	on	long	or	short	car	rides,	at	restaurants,
or	even	much	needed	quiet	time	at	home.	No	mess!	Your	littles	will	just	paint	with	the	water	brush	and	color	appears.		Melissa	and	Doug	have	lots	of	great	products	for	toddlers	and	preschoolers.		Your	kidlets	will	be	spending	lots	of	time	looking	out	the	window.	Why	not	get	them	to	do	a	scavenger	hunt.	My	youngest	always	loves	doing	this,	even	now
that	she’s	much	older.	Or	if	they	are	a	little	older,	this		Road	Trip	Bingo	game	would	be	a	fun	car	activity.		PRO	TIP:	What	always	worked	well	for	us	is	to	have	a	travel	backpack	for	each	kid.	Inside	they	can	keep	all	their	toys,	books,	road	trip	activities	&	some	snacks	all	in	one	place.	Check	out	our	list	of	the	best	travel	backpacks	for	kids	and	toddlers.
Anything	magnetic	will	help	reduce	tears	from	having	their	pieces	fall	on	the	floor	every	5	seconds	where	you	can’t	reach.	Just	make	sure	there	are	no	small	magnets	or	pieces	for	them	to	swallow.		Magnetic	puzzles	or	Magnetic	dress	up	kits	will	keep	them	busy	and	entertained	for	a	good	long	while.			If	you	have	the	time,	there	are	a	lot	of	super	cute,
and	fun	DIY	busy	books	you	can	make	out	there.	But	if	you	aren’t	so	crafty,	or	are	short	on	time,	this	Montessori	busy	board	is	ready	for	your	toddlers	to	have	fun	in	the	car.	While	they	also	learn	key	motor	skills	to	help	them	dress	themselves.	A	no	mess	road	trip	activity	for	toddlers	&	kids.	The	Magnetic	Drawing	Board	can	be	a	great	sensory	toy,	and
a	relaxing	screen	free	activity	for	the	car.	Put	on	some	road	trip	music,	and	the	kids	will	have	focused	fun	for	a	long	time.	Best	gift	ever.	A	Boogie	board	is	an	LCD	writing	tablet	that	comes	with	a	special	pen	(stylus)	you	can	draw	on	and	erase	over	and	over	again.	You	may	want	to	consider	grabbing	an	extra	stylus	or	two,	given	these	tend	to	get	lost
or	thrown	on	the	floor	of	the	car.	Yes,	I	am	speaking	form	experience.	Miss	S	enjoying	some	sticker	time	in	the	car	|	Photo:	Packed	for	Life	Kids	love	stickers.	A	reusable	sticker	book	is	even	better	as	they	can	move	their	stickers	around	more	than	once.	Plus	you	don’t	have	to	worry	about	peeling	stickers	off	car	windows,	your	seats	or	somebodies



hair.	Guess	how	I	know?!?!	Melissa	and	Doug	make	great	ones.	Including	these	super	cute	make-a-face	sticker	books.	When	little	Miss	S	was	younger	we	tried	to	avoid	much	screen	time	if	we	could.	However	sometimes	you	need	a	little	something	to	distract	them	when	they	get	antsy.	The	IPad	or	a	tablet	does	make	an	easy	kids	car	activity.		You	can
load	up	some	episodes	of	their	favorite	tv	show,	or	a	toddler	/	preschooler	friendly	movie	or	two.	It’s	good	to	have	as	a	back	up,		just	in	case.	Give	yourself	some	grace,	and	a	break.	Traveling	in	confined	space	for	13	hours	with	young	kids	is	exhausting.		Grab	a	subscription	to	the	Family	Amazon	Prime	or	Disney	Plus	for	the	month.	With	Prime	you	get
music	and	movie/	tv	streaming.	Some	toddler	&	preschooler	friendly	apps	we	loved,	or	that	come	highly	recommended:	ABC	Mouse	LEGO	Duplo	Trains	Toca	Monster	or	Toca	Nature	Very	Hungry	Caterpillar	Daniel	Tiger	Busy	Shapes	Moose	Math	Khan	Academy	Kids	Epic	–	Reading	App	Podcasts	are	a	great	way	to	keep	young	children	focused	and
happy.	Now	that	my	daughter	is	a	little	older,	she	still	likes	listening	to	them	while	she	draws,	cleans	her	room	or	for	those	long	travel	days	by	lane	or	car.	Some	of	our	favourites	include:	Wow	in	the	World	Story	Pirates	Brains	On!	What	If	World	Ear	Snacks	I	almost	said	books	on	tape….Showing	my	age	there.	Listening	to	audiobooks	is	another	great
way	to	skip	the	screens	on	long	car	rides	and	family	road	trips.	And	avoid	the	hoarse	raspy	voice	from	having	to	read	Peppa	Goes	to	Ballet	Class	for	the	7	gazillionth	time.	Ask	me	how	I	know!	Grab	an	Try	Audible	Plus	if	you	want	to	listen	to	adult	books	too.	Or	the	Epic	reading	app	just	for	the	kids.		You	may	also	like	the	Best	Walkie	Talkies	for	Road
Trips	Think	epic	80’s	tape	mix,	but	for	the	2020’s	and	the	younger	crowd.	My	partner	is	the	DJ	in	our	family.	He	has	an	eclectic	taste	in	music;	everything	from	German	metal	bands	to	classical	music,	country,	ska	and	pop.	You	don’t	have	to	be	stuck	to	just	kids	music	from	Sesame	Street	(unless	you	want	to	be.)	Keep	their	road	trip	activities	handy	in
a	small	bag,	bucket	or	backpack	|	Photo:	Packed	for	Life	Sometimes	the	simplest	things	are	the	easiest,	and	cost	the	least.	Pull	out	some	of	those	old	school	games	you	used	to	play	on	road	trips	when	you	were	a	kid.	See	if	you	can	spot	license	plates	from	all	the	States	(if	in	the	US),	or	provinces	/	Territories	(if	in	Canada.	Whoever	spots	it	first	gets	the
point.	The	one	with	the	most	points	wins	at	the	end.	Or	skip	the	points.		Invent	a	story	as	a	family.	Each	person	takes	a	turn	telling	part	of	the	story	with	a	sentence	or	two.	Create	your	own	fairytale…start	with	once	upon	a	time.	You	can	make	a	time	limit	for	the	story,	say	10	minutes,	or	after	each	family	member	has	had	a	chance	to	say	3-5
sentences.		If	ever	there	was	a	game	that	evokes	summer	vacations	and	riding		in	the	back	seat	of	my	childhood	car,	squished	between	my	brothers	to	keep	them	from	fighting,	it’s	I	Spy.	One	person	chooses	an	object,	and	the	rest	of	the	players	have	to	guess	what	it	is.		Road	trips	are	a	great	time	to	ask	your	kids	about	the	world	and	their	thoughts.
You	never	know	how	they		will	respond,	but	there	is	guaranteed	smiles	and	laughter.	Especially	if	you	start	a	round	of	would	you	rather……	Would	you	rather	have	to	drink	everything	from	your	nose	or	eat	everything	with	your	belly	button….		Check	out	our	list	of	road	trip	questions	to	ask.		When	I	had	more	time	(	and	energy),	I	made	all	sorts	of	DIY
travel	activities	for	my	youngest	when	she	was	a	toddler	and	preschooler.	Pinterest	has	lots	of	great	low-cost	DIY	ideas,	if	you	are	looking	for	screen	free,	fun	car	activities.		I	used	to	put	these	in	their	own	individual	soft	pencil	case	to	keep	them	organized.	If	you	grab	the	ones	with	holes,	you	can	make	a	travel	binder	to	keep	your	kids	road	trip
activities	all	in	one	spot.		Grab	a	pack	of	popsicle	sticks	(multi	colored	for	more	visual	interest),	and	stick-on	those	velcro	circles	from	a	craft	store	or	the	dollar	store.	Stick	the	velcro	circles	on	each	end	of	the	popsicle	sticks.	Your	toddler	can	then	make	different	shapes	with	them.	Little	Miss	S	loved	this	one	the	best	out	of	all	the	DIY	road	trip
activities	I	made.		Continuing	along	the	popsicle	theme,	create	sight	word	popsicle	sticks.	You	will	need:	Metal	tin	or	lunch	box	or	small	cookie	sheet	in	a	pinch	Popsicle	sticks		Roll	of	magnetic	tape	Sharpie	Sheet	of	pictures	with	simple	words	underneath	they	can	make	(optional).		Attach	pieces	of	magnetic	tape	to	the	popsicle.	Write	letters	with	a
sharpie	on	each	popsicle	stick.	Have	your	kids	try	to	make	words	out	of	the	letters.	Or	alternately,	you	can		use	a	First	Words	magnetic	poetry	kit,	or	magnetic	letters.	Just	make	sure	they’re	old	enough	not	to	swallow	anything.	Make	use	of	all	that	lego	that	is	underfoot	and	driving	you	crazy.	You	can	grab	most	of	the	crafting	items	cheaply	at	the
dollar	store.	What	you’ll	need	for	mini	lego	boxes:	Small	square	plastic	lunch	container	with	lid	Small	square	thin	lego	board	Glue	gun	Handful	of	lego	pieces	Glue	the	base	lego	board	to	the	lid,	put	a	handful	of	lego	pieces	in	the	plastic	container	once	dry,	and	there	you	go.	Cheap	and	easy	in	car	entertainment	for	kids.		Or	if	for	some	reason	you	don’t
have	lego	(tell	me	your	secret!)	grab	this	travel	lego	building	case		Unrolling	and	then	rolling	back	up	spools	of	ribbon	can	be	a	fun	toddler	car	activity	that	can	be	used	again	and	again.	You	may	just	have	to	be	the	one	that	rolls	it	back	up	though.	Get	those	fine	motor	skills	working.	Pom	Pom	tweezer	activities	can	be	fun.	What	you	will	need:	Big	and
small	pom	poms	3-4	small	plastic	cups	(	take	out	sauce	sizes)		Kid	friendly	tweezers	Get	your	kids	to	sort	by	color,	or	number	of	pom	poms	into	the	empty	plastic	cups.		Give	your	kids	some	cheerios	or	fruit	loops	and	a	pipe	cleaner	and	have	them	make	cheerio	bracelets.	Bonus,	they	can	have	a	snack	when	they	get	hungry.	But	we	forewarned	–	it	can
be	messy.	If	you	are	driving	at	night,	kids	will	get	a	kick	out	of	playing	with	glow	sticks.		Bring	out	the	jokes!	Whether	you	are	naturally	funny….come	on,	parent	jokes	are	the	best,	or	need	a	little	help,	everyone	will	be	smiling.		Here’s	a	great	option	for	kids	3	to	6.		PREPARING	FOR	YOUR	FAMILY	ROAD	TRIP	Find	fun	playground	stops	to	run	their
energy	off	on	long	family	car	trips	|	Photo:	Packed	for	Life	Taking	long	car	rides	with	kids	can	be	challenging	and	exhausting.	Here	are	a	few	of	my	family’s	tips	that	I	use	to	make	our	road	trips	easier:	Age	appropriate	road	trip	entertainment	–	Make	sure	your	road	trip	activities	are	age	appropriate	and	suit	your	child.		Bring	a	variety	of	kids	road	trip
activities	you	can	switch	out	regularly	Begin	your	day	with	some	quick	&	easy	road	trip	breakfast	ideas	Start	your	day	early		–	There’s	usually	a	sweet	spot	where	kids	are	still	happy	in	the	mornings.	Start	earlier,	and	they	may	even	nap	for	a	bit	in	the	car.		Make	frequent	stops	to	let	the	kids	run	around	and	use	the	washroom.	Prioritize	some	fun	kid
friendly	stops	along	the	way	your	children	will	enjoy.	A	trip	to	the	zoo,	a	cool	playground,		a	short	hike	or	a	stop	for	ice	cream.	Drive	less	each	day	if	you	can.	Load	up	on	kid	friendly	road	trip	meals	&	snacks	–	hangry	kids	are	no	fun!	Prepare	for	the	unexpected.	Bring	a	first	aid	kit,	a	clean	up	kit	(wet	wipes,	hand	sanitizer,	extra	clothes,	small	garbage
bucket),	and	a	container	in	case	a	kid	gets	sick.	Bring	a	couple	of	large	towels	–	Clean	up	unexpected	diaper	explosions,	or	use	as	picnic	blankets,	rolled	up	as	a	pillow	and	even	shade	for	a	back	window.		You	really	can	have	fun	family	road	trips	with	young	kids.	We’ve	made	so	many	fun	memories	on	road	trips	with	our	littles.	They	often	bring	up
special	or	funny	moments	we’ve	had	long	after	the	road	trip	is	finished.	But	if	you’re	planning	a	long	drive	with	a	toddler	or	preschooler,	make	sure	you	plan	some	great	road	trip	activities	to	keep	them	entertained.	You’ll	be	glad	you	did.


